LA  BOETIE'S   DEATH   TO   1570

observed the laws of wedlock than I either promised or
hoped. Tis too late to kick when a man has let himself
be shackled; he must prudently economise his freedom." *

Mademoiselle de Montaigne may have read
these words of her husband, printed more than a
score of years after her marriage, and may have
smiled at them, knowing how fortunate the event
was for her philosopher; or he might have read
them aloud for her, and if she had good sense, as
seems to have been the case, and a grain of
humour, they may have smiled together.

The marriage-contract is dated September 22,
1565; the ceremony was celebrated on the
twenty-third. The bride, Franchise de La Chas-
saigne, eleven years younger than her husband,
was the daughter of Joseph de La Chassaigne, a
councillor of the Parliament of Bordeaux. Her
mother's maiden name was Marguerite Douhet.
Montaigne's wife came of an old family, distin-
guished in the magistracy; a family not lacking
worldly means, for the marriage portion, part paid
down, part to be paid within four years, amounted
to seven thousand " livres tournois", equivalent
to some thirty thousand francs, which we must
multiply by ten, if M. Bonnefon's estimate be cor-
rect, to find its present value. The advocate An-
toine de Louppes, a kinsman of Montaigne's
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